Taiitsu nearly fall backwards off the robot as Youzen changed form again, "Youzen!  Don't DO that!!"  He yelled, holding his hand over his chest like he was trying slow his heart from beating so fast, "you couldn't just _explain_ to me what he looked like could you?" Taiitsu was obviously a little upset from the whole shapshifting thing, he was growing a great dislike for anyone who could change their form at will.  He had no idea how unnerving it looked.  He shivered to himself and then sighed.

"Yeah, that's what he looks like.. I guess."  He said, raising an eyebrow. Somehow he remembered Taikoubou differently... He waved his hand dismissively at Youzen and then turned to face the leaving army.  He revved the engine and the Koukinrikishi was in seconds flying off towards the capital.  He landed the robot just as the army made it home.

~Taiitsu Shinjin~

Seeing that they had reached a decision Kou Hiko held out his arm, commanding the army forward once again.  They couldn't make very fast progress through the city because of their captives being bound and made to walk.  Nevertheless crowds gathered on either side of the road cheering on their Emperor and his victorious army.  It was a small step to regaining the people's trust but an important one.  Too bad it all may be lost once they returned to the palace.

Kou Hiko shook his head sadly, glancing towards Chuu-ou riding high on his white stallion.  Perhaps Bunchuu had come up with a plan since his absense.  It could be that having this Sennin as a guest may just be the trump card 
they were hoping for though if he acted anything like that Doushi that hung around, most likely not.

~Kou Hiko~

Kibi couldn't take it any longer. She took out the sleep potion, quickly dripped some on a piece of parchment, and jumped to Suupuchan. With big, round innocent eyes she looked up to him "Kibi...is sorry...".  Kibi sniffled loudly, and then put the parchment over Suupuus mouth. After a few seconds, she let it go and jumped up and down happily "Kibi did it, yaaaaaaaaaaay!!!! *starstarstar*"
~Kibi~

Just as he was making his break for it Suupuu suddenly realised that the girl had caught up with him... Before he knew it she had put something over his mouth. His eyes grew wide with the realisation that it was sleeping potion. "Goshu...." Is all he got to say before he passed out.


~Suupuu~

Dakki sighed and then glanced out the window.  Suddenly she brightened up and hopped up and down, "CHUU'OU-SAMA!! <3 <3"  she exclaimed and then rushed to the door.  She paused to look over her should, "Bunchuu-chan, come with me to greet him. <3"  She opened the massive doors with a touch and quickly ran down the stairs, all the while she was hurrying Bunchuu to come too, so he wouldn't be left behind.

Down in the court yard Chuu'Ou stood with Kou and Taiitsu, servants running up and offering food, or  thanks or congratulations.  Some handed him notices of work.  He sighed in exhaustion and tried to organize the letters. He looked up at Taiitsu, "I am sorry for this.. It always happens when I leave.. I thought Dakki would take care of it.."  he said, narrowing his eyes at the paper stubbornly did not straighten.  Instead it fell to the ground in a large mess.  A couple people ran foreword to clean it up but Chuu'Ou waved them away and knelt to pick them up.

He suddenly felt a small hand touch his.  He shivered and looked up to see his wife, Dakki, looking right at him.  He leapt away from shock, nearly falling over Kou Hiko's foot, "D-d-Dakki... I missed you.."

"Same heeeere! <3" Dakki lunged at him and hugged Chuu tightly, "Araaaa!  I missed you sososooo much! <3 <3 <3"  Chuu'ou looked back at Kou Hiko with an expression that said something like, 'Help meeeeeeeeeeeee...'  Taiitsu just stood and watched in muted amusement..

~Chuu'Ou~

Kou Hiko didn't follow Bunchuu and the Sennin into the palace.  Instead he led his men back to the barracks for a well earned rest.  The captives were thrown in the dungeons until it was determined what would be done with them. 
  As soon as he was sure that everyone was working or had completed their tasks like polishing the armour or taking care of the horses, he went to find Bunchuu.  It worried him that he had never gotten a reply from him and  with this new Sennin as a guest he wanted to be sure that he was right in the thick of things.  Standing in the throne room by the door he waited for the Emperor, his guest and Dakki to arrive.

~Kou Hiko~

Bunchuu followed Dakki down the halls, more than a little annoyed to have to be in her presence even longer.  He looked over at the cat on his shoulder as they entered the courtyard, then snapped his gaze back to the people there.  Chuu-ou, being assaulted by Dakki... Kou... and a sennin?  It appeared to be Taiitsu Shinjin, but what brought him down here?

He considered going to greet the sennin, but he figured that Chuu-ou would want to make a formal introduction.  Peering around a second time, he didn't see Kou Hiko.  He must have gone in already.

#Bunchuu-taishi#
#general mood of irritation#

Kijin looked furious, thinking that the stupid Doushi was trying to make a fool out of her! Grasping him by the back of the shirt she flung him away from Kibi and Suupuu. A fine mist started to fill the air as Kijin isolated them.

"Don't insult me Doushi and underestimate my power! Now if you want to escape you'll have to fight off the effects of my poison powder as well as fight me." She stood ready, fists clenched, as her eyes became that of a youkai. If Taikoubou wanted to get to Suupuu he'd have to go through her first. Kijin smiled slowly, waiting for him to make his move as the air became more and more saturated with the deadly poison.  Risking a quick glance over her shoulder she was gratified to see Kibi had knocked Suupuu out and was heading back to the palace.  Now it was only her and the Doushi.

~Kijin~

Kibi looked down at the body of poor Suupuu.  "Sorry.." she said in a whiny tone "Kibi really had to hurry! *star*"
Kibi sniffled loudly, and then tried to carry Suupuu with her. Problem. Unlike her Suupuu Doll and her Kokutenko Doll, Suupuu was heavy. Kibi tried to pull him, but soon realized that that would hurt im in the end.
 

She stopped, and pondered what to do next. How was she supposed to get Suupuu back to the palace?
She sniffled again and watched what Kijin and Taikobou were doing. Maybe her sister could help her...?

 

It did not occur to Kibi that, actually, she was a shapeshifter..

~Kibi~

Taikoubou decided that this was 'not good' as he was flung through the air. That poison was going to cause some trouble, and Nataku actually seemed to be waiting for something before joining in. [Che.. why isn't he attacking 
already? Guess I'll have to do something after all..]

Back to that poison. Suupuu was out and couldn't get out of its range, let  alone himself, and what about that crazy girl after Suupuu? He'd have to get rid of it. That decided during the time it took for him to stand back up from his sprawling landing, a quick dusting off of his clothes, Taikoubou pulled out Dashinben, while covering his mouth from the poison cloud with his other hand.

"Oi! Watch where your spraying that stuff! Dashinpuu!!" He fired at her with his Paopei...

        Following Taikoubou's gaze Kijin smiled maliciously, floating just above the hard packed earth.  The Dashinben had blow most of the poison powder away but still more swirled from the hagaromo.
 

        "Don't worry about your Reijuu, he'll be fine.  You should be more worried about your own welfare."  Throwing her hagaromo it sliced through the air, winding around Taikoubou's wrist.  Darting forward she pulled hard on the paopei, attempting to through the Doushi off balance as she kicked towards his chest.  As far as she could see there was no way this stupid bunny-eared baka could beat her in a one on one fight so she didn't bother to follow up the kick with any other attack.

 

~Kijin~

Youzen shrugged and smiled to himself as Taiitsu took off for the capital.  Lots of little things seemed to irk the sennin... he was too serious, and for Youzen to think someone was too serious, well...
 

After a short while, Koutenken returned, bearing the Sansentou a little clumsily.  Youzen held his trident and took his sidesaddle seat on the paopei-beast's back, petting him affectionately.  "All right, Kou-chan, let's go find Taikoubou-suusu."

 

They took to the air, flying rather slowly over the countryside as Youzen enjoyed the view.  Every so often, he'd spot a large group of people, change to Taikoubou's form, and ask them if they had seen the doushi.  The answers were generally negative, although a few people reported seeing what had to be a sendou on a very hippo-like spirit beast.  Following those leads, he made his way steadily in the direction of the capital.

 

~Youzen Tensai~

~busily searching~

Jysutaku was busy catnapping on Bunchuu's shoulder.  She opened one eye lazily as she heard Chuu-ou's voice and Dakki's over enthusiastic welcome.  It made her ill.  Chuu-ou had been so nice to her before Dakki came, whatever form she happened to be in.  Now it was more like a constant game of hiding and trying not to be killed.

It was then she saw who Chuu-ou had brought back with him.  It was Taiitsu!!  Had he finally come for her?  He had to!  Squeezing her eyes shut she rested her head on her paws.  It was a bad idea to run to him now, Dakki would surely suspect.  Instead she would wait until the witch wasn't looking and her Shishou had gone off by himself.  He wouldn't hang around the Emperor all day if he could help it she was sure.

Flattening her ears against her head she tried not to look irritated.  As long as Dakki was so close she couldn't talk to Bunchuu.  A strange tension seemed to have sprung into the air and it couldn't be good.  If only she knew what Dakki was planning.

~Jysutaku~

Taiitsu followed Chuu'Ou throughout the palace, trying to keep his distance from the frightening Dakki.  He wanted to come here and relax, not put his guard up even more.  They entered the thrown room with little less then a full blown celebration.  Everyone in the palace seemed to be there, Taiitsu didn't think that many people lived here... It was odd.  He watched Chuu'Ou curiously for a moment, noticing that Chuu'Ou's attention was constantly being drawn away from his people and main priority to his wife, Dakki.  She had such a power over him, Taiitsu only prayed that she wouldn't use her curses and spells to do that same to him.

Out of the corner of his eye he noticed a large man with a mask covering one side of his face.  He thought that this was odd for someone in the palace, maybe it was a battle scar?  That had to be it, he was probably part of the military.  And yet, even as Taiitsu came to this conclusion he felt something strange and familiar about the man, as if he was something stronger then the rest of the humans around him.

Chuu'Ou stepped up the thrown and did not sit down.  He waved Dakki away and she left with some hesitation, "People!  I come to you today to show you my good will and hope of a better tomorrow!  Let us take these precious moments and build something to be proud of!  No, I do not mean a castle, because true happiness cannot be measured with a simple structure.  No, I mean a better life, for all the people!"  The large crowd that had huddled to hear his words broke into cheers and clapping.  Chuu'Ou turned to Taiitsu and smiled a little.

"How did that sound?  I just thought of it now.."

Taiitsu just blinked and smiled while nodding, "Not to be rude, but I would like to rest, I've had a long journey and I do not wish to be slovenly while I'm here at this magnificent place."  he smiled to show he was simply telling the truth, though he lied about having a long journey.. but hey!  It made him see all the better a man.

Chuu'Ou nodded and looked around for page or a servant to show the Sennin to a room.

~Chuu'Ou and Taiitsu Shinjin~

Jysutaku watched the goings on from under the large collar.  Slinking out from underneath it she locked her bright emerald eyes on Dakki, feeling the fur on her back bristling.  When she was sure the witch wasn't looking she brushed Bunchuu's neck with her whiskers.

"She's up to something Bunchuu-san.  I think she's planning to do something now, in front of all these people though I'm not sure what it is.  Probably either against you or Kou Hiko."  She fell silent as Hiko glanced over, noticing his old friend.  Carefully winding his way through the crowd he came to stand beside him.

"I didn't know you had a pet Bunchuu, didn't figure you the type."  He chuckled, petting Jysutaku gently behind the ears.  She purred loudly in response, her feline gaze locked on Taiitsu.

"So what was with those orders?  What have I missed?"  Kou Hiko brushed his hand over his mouth as he spoke, just in case anyone might be looking their way, in particular Dakki.  It was unlike the Bushido to be so secretive but something about having another Sennin in the palace put him on edge.

~Kou Hiko and Jysutaku~

Chuu'Ou smiled as a small servant ran up to them and offered to lead Taiitsu to a room.  Taiitsu smiled also as he was lead away through the palace, he waved a friendly hand to the emperor and was happy to get out of Dakki's
sight.

Dakki giggled as Chuu'Ou began to walk over to Bunchuu and Kou Hiko, bouncing over to him.  He'd like to have a friendly chat with his two old friends but as soon as Dakki latched to his arm he sighed and sat down in his thrown.

"Nyaaa!  Chuu'ou-samaa!  Shall we have a welcoming home feast tonight?? <3" She suggested cheerfully, Chuu'Ou looked up at her, smiling.  He thought for a moment that he had forgotten how beautiful she was to him.  He sighed and looked back to Kou Hiko.. He felt like a child who couldn't go and out and play with his friends, he had to stay inside and do homework.  He leaned his chin on his palm and hoped that this day would end.  He was tired and bored now.

~Chuu and Taiitsu~

Jysutaku didn't bother to wait for Bunchuu to reply as the instant that she saw Taiitsu leave she saw her chance.  Jumping down off of his shoulder she slipped into the servant passages she knew so well.  They were too crowded 
with servants because of the party for her to change there so she simply followed his footsteps up the hall as a cat.  In a moment she had reached the royal bathing room which had been completely cleared for the Sennin's use.  Curling up beside the door she waited for him, barely able to contain her excitement.

~Jysutaku~

        In a moment Shinkyouhou had gotten his clothes altered to his liking (something like the picture I posted in the photo section)  After inspecting himself thoroughly in the mirror for a moment he smiled, tapping his cheek with one finger.
 

        "Just put it on my friend's tab, Yuukyou.  I believe you know her."  Without waiting for a reply he walked out accompanied Kokotenko pulling the floating suit.  In a moment they were airborne again, flying swiftly above the Ningenkai.  Shinkyouhou didn't like the idea of just returning Roushi to the sheep herd so he could sleep away the rest of his days but he was a loss at what else to do with him.

        

        "Perhaps I should just untie you and leave you out here in the desert..."

 

~Shinkyouhou~

After what seemed like an eternity, Youzen saw an odd assortment of doushi and a spirit beast.  Coming closer, taking no particular care to disguise himself this time, he recognized Taikoubou and Suupuushan.  The two females -- they looked to be demon sennyo, both of them.  Could they be Dakki's sisters?  If that was the case, Taikoubou could be in serious trouble, and indeed, he seemed to be squaring off with the taller sennyo. The little one was glomped onto Suupuushan.  Lastly, there was a strange doushi on flight paopei in the air above it all, who seemed to be intent on just watching.

"Hmm.. I think I should probably give Taikoubou-suusu a hand....if he needs it, ne, Koutenken?  Some people hate when you butt into their fights.  Let's move in closer."  At that range, someone down there was sure to notice them.

~Youzen Tensai~
~observant~

Bunchuu eyed Taiitsu speculatively as the sennin left the room.  He recognized the inventor of Konron, but he doubted that Taiitsu knew him.  Still, he hadn't missed the long look that the inventor had given him.

Heeding Jysutaku's warning, he spoke warily with Kou Hiko.  "Hmm, the cat's a stray who attached herself to me.  Wandered right into my office as if she had a message for me," he explained, wondering if Kou would catch the hint. He stood with his back towards Dakki, lowering his voice.  "The orders weren't mine.  You know what that means.  I was trying to send you a letter and it was intercepted." He pinned Kou with a serious look, trying to let
him know that he could be in danger.  "But she's burned the letter, so there's no evidence anymore.  She's claimed to have forgiven me, but....the kitsune's up to something for sure."

He turned to look grimly at Kou as Chuu-ou was intercepted before he could speak to the two military leaders.

#Bunchuu-taishi#
#pessimistic#

Taiitsu entered the bathroom wearing nothing but a housecoat, a towel draped over one arm.  He looked around with a please look on his face.  This was nice.. they royal bathing room all to himself when he was tired.  He glanced around and turned on the taps, mostly the hot one. Instantly steam rose into the air and Taiitsu sighed, wondering what to do while he was waiting for the large pool-like bathtub to fill with hot water.

He had to admit, this place was quite the luxury.  It was so beautiful and comfortable here, he sat down on the edge of tub comfortably, there were piles of towels everywhere, and he happened to sit on large pile just then. He sighed again and yawn a little, testing the water's temperature with his hand.

Nope, no mistaking it.  This had to be the most relaxing thing he could do...

~Taiitsu Shinjin~

Kou Hiko blinked a couple times, watching the cat disappear behind a wall hanging.  Looking like it had a message?  He didn't pick up the reference right away but after a moment a shred of a smile tugged at his lips.

"Oh I see.  Has she been good company for you?"  He asked offhandedly to indicate he got the hint.  Hiko had had no idea she could shapeshift to that degree.  A simple shift from attendant to servant had been enough to befuddle him.

"You didn't write those orders?  Then the whole attack was Dakki's plan?!"   His voice trailed off in a growl as he clenched a fist.  This was going too far!  She had the entire kingdom under her power with Chuu-ou and now she was controlling the army as well?

"I'm surprised you've been able to keep your calm."  He said with a note of sarcasm, punching his fist into the palm of his hand.  "I can't stand for this anymore!  We're watching our Emperor being bewitched in front of our 
eyes!"  With that he whirled around to face the throne, taking a few furious steps as his hand rested reflexively on his sword hilt.

"Chuu-ou-sama!  I must speak with you at once!"

~Kou Hiko~

Jysutaku opened her feline eyes as Taiitsu walked in, turning on the hot water in the massive bathing pool.  He sat on the edge, his back to her and she saw her chance.  Stalking up behind him she shifted back to her natural form, or as close to it as she could remember, and tackled him from behind.  The one flaw in her plan quickly became clear as they both toppled head over heels into the water.  This didn't discourage her however as she had a tight grip on Taiitsu's midsection, rubbing her cheek against his affectionately.

"You came back for meee Taiitsu-saaaama!"  She said gleefully, making something close to a purring noise in the back of her throat.  Nothing else mattered to her right now as she clung happily to the Sennin scientist.

"Shiawaseeeee!"

~Jysutaku~

"HmmAHHHHHHH!!"  Taiitsu was suddenly, unexpectedly tackled from behind, falling face first into the water.  For a moment he's pinned by the human paopei girl and unable to breath.  He quickly he forces her off his back and
sit up, gasping for air.

"What... Are... You.. DOING HERE?!"  He demanded, trying to turn around so he could see her.  This was certainly strange... He thought that he was going to be alone for a while.. But alas, he supposed this girl was what he came for.  he turned to look at her and raised a brow, she looked quite different from what he had originally designed, but that was alright.  He was about to stand up when he realized she had managed to pull the entire bathrobe _almost_ completely off.  He quickly tied the bathrobe back into place, Jysutaku was clinging to his back, thankfully, so he was able to re-adjust his robe to fit properly.  He stood up, dripping wet and standing in about mid shin deep water, Jysutaku still attached to his waist.  He wrenched her off with some effort.  Bubbles were starting to grow bigger and
bigger now and room was getting increasingly steamy.

"Yes, I did come to get you.."  he said quietly, "And.. I didn't know you were alive.  I thought you had died here."  he admitted and then sat down, looking a little sheepish, his coal black bangs falling messily into his eyes.

~Taiitsu Shinjin~

        Jysutaku sat in the hot water, looking quite pleased with herself.  In a moment her clothes disappeared to be replaced by a towel, as was customary in a hot pool.  Jysutaku herself knew almost nothing about modesty and only did it to be proper and because her usual clothing was soaked.
 

        "Died?  But you told me to leave and that you didn't want to see me again until I learned to listen to orders.  I figured the best way to do that was to work here."  Her feline ears drooped as she realized he hadn't been watching her all this time only to return when he deemed her fit.  Did he even want her anymore?  In some way it cheered her that he had come the moment her letter had gotten to him.  She looked up at him through her auburn bangs, the picture of dejection as the water slowly inched up her stomach.

 

~Jysutaku~

"Oi! Nataku! I thought you liked to attack things!" Sheesh, did he have to do everything himself all of a sudden? Le sigh...

Suddenly Taikoubou pointed at a something behind Kijin.

"Ah! Look out behind you!" Yeah, like she'd fall for that... hey wait... Isn't that someone... Think later, act now. Gotta get rid of the source of the poison, a bit of wind wasn't going to get rid of it forever...

~taikoubou~

Bunchuu totally agreed with Kou Hiko, but Dakki's odd behavior had warned him off sharply.  He didn't want to precipitate anything without some consultation with Kou and Jysutaku, and a chance to send a message to the Shisei.  This was rapidly getting dangerous.

While he would have liked to have snapped some sense into Chuu-ou as well, he placed a hand on Kou's arm before the tall man could storm up to the throne.  He couldn't stop Kou's shout, though.

*Damn.  Now Dakki's attention is going to be squarely on us.*

#Bunchuu-taishi#
#grim#

For a brief moment, Roushi actually considered letting Shinkouhyou leave him wherever he wanted to leave him. This way, he would be able to get his beauty sleep. But knowing Shinkouhyou, he would not just leave him in the
desert and let the matter rest. He shuddered from experience. Trying to change the subject, he pointed lazily at Shinkouhyou.

"... nice new outfit..." he yawned. Of course, whether he was truly sincere or not was another story altogether. "... so, where are you bringing me?"

~roushi~

Taiitsu grabbed her shoulders and looked deep into her feline eyes, not as he remembered, but he supposed that didn't matter too much.  Taking a slight breath in, "That's not it, I didn't know you were-- that is to say that I
wasn't even sure-- Well, you see, I thought that --"  For some reason he just couldn't form a sentence that would make sense to his or her ears.  He sighed deeply, "....Yes, I was watching the whole time, I was making sure you were okay, so you wouldn't be hurt... But it's been a long time, and I have to say there wasn't very much I could do for your human friends... I'm sorry.."  of course, Taiitsu was referring to the humans that didn't live as long as a Doushi did, not that ones that had been killed off by Dakki so many times.

Taiitsu released her shoulders and sat, befuddled on what to do now, he couldn't just take her back to the Sennin world... It wouldn't work that way.  She had been his first pupil and when she went 'missing' he thought
she died.. And then made himself another pupil... Nataku.  But he _did_ wait a good 50 odd years before he did so.. Maybe even more, but he wasn't positive how long he waited, he wasn't good with time.

"Ack..."  He suddenly muttered, quickly he pulled her towel up almost to her neck, "You must keep this on properly.. Here.."  He reached over and grabbed a towel for himself, wrapping it around his waist and then he handed her his bath robe, "Keep this on while your in the bath room..."  He felt his face go warm and turned away.  It was odd, he looked at her like a daughter, but at the same time she was like close childhood friend that one could grow up. He thought it was slightly gross to be attracted to her, so he distanced himself...

~Taiitsu Shinjin~

Kibi finally had realized that she, as a shapeshifter, could shapeshift into things that helped her. The best way to transport would be a person who can do it properly, so she transformed into Nataku, who she had observed a few minutes ago. With a poof, her tiny female body was exchanged with a tall male body, and then she picked up Suupuu-shan.

 

Soon, one could observe a happy Ningen Paopei, carring an unfortunate, but unconscious, Suupuu back to the capital. On the way, Kibi wondered (hereby causing the paradox look of a pondering, but happy NATAKU!) what Dakki would do next exactly. She was so happy she could be of any help to her sister Dakki!!!!!!

~*Kibi*~

        Jysutaku looked at the bathrobe as he wrapped it around her shoulders, a slightly puzzled look on her face.  Shoving her arms into the sleeves she frowned slightly at the soaked robe.
 

        "I knew it!  You were just testing me!"  She threw her arms around his neck, hugging him tightly.  The hot water was getting quite deep now, almost to her shoulders as she kneeled in the pool.  Relaxing her grip slightly she grinned widely so the small fangs glinted at the edges of her mouth.

 

        "I've learned a lot being here and made a couple good friends."  She grinned emphatically, and leaned over to turn off one of the many taps.

 

        "They aren't big fans of Dakki either."  She added as an afterthought.  This whole time Jysutaku had made no attempt to hide her identity as if she thought her Shishou was invincible and all knowing and could warn her of the slightest danger long before it came.

 

~Jysutaku~

        Kijin growled, clenching her fist with a dark look in Taikoubou's direction.  This silly Doushi was managing to make a fool out of her!  Not only had he dodged her attacks but his blasted wind paopei kept blowing away her poison powder.  
 

        A slow smirk spread across her face as she gripped the edge of her hagaromo, jumping into the air.

 

        "Well you may be able to blow away the powder but you'll never defeat my next attack."  She said in a deceptively calm undertone.  From her hands snaked tiny, almost invisible threads.  Shooting in all directions they quickly entwined the entire area.  The razor sharp threads hung only inches from the Doushi on all sides, making any movement almost impossible.  The strings shot past Youzen, seeming to ancor themselves in the air above him itself.

 

        "And I see we have another competator.  Trying to get the jump on me I assume."  Her slit pupils contemplated Youzen for a moment before returning to her true adversary.  The strings quivered as if ready to entrap their victems at any moment.

 

~Kijin~

Taiitsu tried not to cringe when she grabbed him around the neck.  It's not that he hated her, or even disliked her very much, it was just that he didn't really want this kind of attention from this particular girl.  He sighed and nodded, looking around wearily.

"Ah yes, I was just making sure you were worthy of becoming a Sennin."  he smiled and then pulled her arms gently away from his neck.  He turned in the now neck deep water and turned the tap off.  Bubbles surrounded them both and Taiitsu just wanted to relax... alone.. But he knew he couldn't do that.

All of these thoughts were merely in the background of what he was truly thinking,.... How could he possibly take on two disciples.. It wasn't aloud.... How could he even tell G-san that he _had_ another disciple.  He couldn't, it simply wasn't aloud.  This was a very bad situation indeed. And he could see no immediate solution to it.  What was he going to dooooooo....?

~Taiitsu Shinjin!~
~Confinfunfizzlefuzzled~

Shinkyouhou sighed softy to himself, glancing down at the bulky lazy suit.  He was starting to remember why he had left his company in the first place.  What he really wanted to do right now was find out what was happening back at the palace.  This whole clothing fiasco had cost him too much time.

"You can just hang there for a moment while I see what I've missed."  Without another word a shimmering hole opened in the sky showing a view of the interior of the main throne room.  A slow smile spread across his lips as he watched the scene unfold up to where Kou Hiko was restrained by Bunchuu.

"See what you're missing sleeping your days away?"  He said with a note of sarcasm.  Shinkyouhou knew that Roushi had no choice but to watch the dreams of the director of history just as he kept an eye on her other half here.  With a resigned sigh he shook his head, deciding even a short rest from work for the two of them had been too great a luxury.

"I'll take you back just as soon as we see what's going to happen here."

~Shinkyouhou~

Jysutaku played with the bubbles for a moment.  She hadn't had a bubblebath since before she had left the Senninkai.  Servants just weren't allowed that kind of luxury here and even when she had been disguised as a concubine she hadn't been allowed to.  Sennin's were sure treated well.

"So do you know what Dakki is planning?"  She asked with a wide grin.  Pausing for a moment as the thought caught her she cast an uneasy look towards the door.  What if her friends were in danger?

"I think she's planning something against Bunchuu and Kou Hiko but she's just been too cryptic to figure out.  How about if I go check and you can stay here?"  She was already moving towards the edge of the pool, shaking the water droplets out of her hair.

~Jysutaku~

As Bunchuu moved the slightest bit forewords to stop Kou Hiko from reaching Chuu'Ou, Dakki let out a petrified scream.  In a moment everyone who was there would have had there attention drawn towards the Kitsune Yokai,
wondering what she was screaming and fretting about.  Chuu'Ou was one of these people who had they're attention drawn, whirling around to see what was aggravating his beloved wife.

"H--h-he's!"  She tried to get out, beginning to sprint in a slow motion type of way to Chuu'ou.  With one or two jumps she was infront of her husband protectively, her arms out.  Before anyone could find out what happened Dakki had been stabbed in the stomach with a rather long spear. She knelt over the blade, appearing to be in much pain.  The Spear seemed to come from somewhere behind Bunchuu.  Dakki coughed blood and held her hand over her mouth, she slumped to the ground and Chuu'Ou held her delicately....... All of this was, of course, very very overdramatic, like it was cut from Gone With the Wind.  But somehow, everyone instantly believed that it was happening, everyone being the slaves near by.

"Dakki!"  Chuu'ou exclaimed, kneeling beside her, he looked up and saw Bunchuu, or at least to _him_ it looked like Bunchuu.  To Dakki and probably the 'real' Bunchuu it looked much like a skinny servant dressed up to look
like Bunchuu, complete with fake papier-mache mask and an overly large cape. He held a spear at arms length beside Bunchuu, pulling it from Dakki he laughed triumphantly.  Now, no one in their right mind could have thought that this simple, STUPID looking man was in fact the hulk of a Taishi, Bunchuu.  He had tried to assassinate Chuu'Ou though, and Dakki, who was sprawled in Chuu'Ou's arms was smiling faintly.

"Bunchuu!! How could you?!"  Chuu'Ou demanded, almost looking right at Bunchuu and the fake Bunchuu at once.  The fake Bunchuu spoke.

"You are the downfall of this kingdom!! You are Evil Chuu'Ou!!"  he said, in a very badly acted fashion, making dramatic movements that looked way to flamboyant for Bunchuu.  Dakki looked up at Chuu'Ou and then over at the
real Bunchuu, her eyes narrowing as a cruel, pleased smile fell across her face.  She screamed again in apparent agony, clinging to Chuu'Ou.  He looked down at her with a sympathetic look on his face.  He couldn't believe that this was happening, Bunchuu, turning against him?!

"Dakki... Hold on.. Dakki!"  And while the Emperor was distracted the fake Taishu fled the scene, as if he was never there.  The magic Dakki had placed on everyone was in full potency and effect, leaving everyone dumbstruck for a couple moments.  Soon many guards, fifty to one hundred had surrounded Bunchuu, weapons pointed at the Taishi.  Chuu'Ou looked up and could not believe it.  He felt sorrow and betrayal of his friend.  His lips formed words, but there was no sound above a quiet whisper to be heard, not even Dakki could hear him.

"How.. could you.." and the Fox smiled.

~Chuu'Ou - Dakki~
~In Denial - In Her Element~

Kou Hiko stood there with a complete look of disbelief on his face.  One moment he is about to confront Chuu-ou about Dakki and the next some strange assasination is taking place.  He was pretty sure the real Bunchuu was the one who had him by the arm because his friend would never try to kill Chuu-ou!

"That...that is unreal!  He looks just like you!"  Kou almost stammered, his hand on the real Bunchuu's shoulder.  He was so immersed in his surprise that he didn't even attempt to grab the fake before he disappeared and quickly found himself surrounded by spears.

"What is this foolery!  Pointing spears at your own Buseido?!  Bunchuu would never endanger Chuu-ou-sama!"  It was quickly becoming clear that the kitsune witch's plan was moving smoothly as planned.

~Kou Hiko~

Taiitsu blinked a couple times and nodded once, short and quick, "... Hai..."  He hadn't really thought too much about the Taishi or the Busiedo.. Bunchuu did scare him quite a bit, but he didn't want anything bad to happen to him, along with Kou Hiko.  He knew that Tenka was his son and he certainly knew that Tenka was pleasent and so his father was much the same. What surprised him as well was that his little creation had become friends with the two incredible hulks.  This could be a useful connection to the palace.

Hopefully Dakki wouldn't kill them any time soon.  Being around her made him unstably nervous...  Overpowering women scared him.  It made him wonder what Dakki was planning, he only knew limited information about her.  he supposed he could find out a little more before he left.

"Yes.. You should go, someone could see you here."  He said, feeling a little relieved.  He supposed he should be on the look out as well, "Come back tonight... Later on, and tell me what you know and what you have found out, it's very important."  He was Sennin and with that in mind he knew he was highly respected instanly, the people might look to him for advice or guidance.  He also wanted to make sure he had the whole story striaght.  He would have to talk with Chuu'Ou later..

~Taiitsu Shinjin~
~Blaaaaaaaank~

